Mandatory continuing pharmacy education in Alberta, Canada: the response to live programs and correspondence courses.
This report briefly describes mandatory continuing pharmacy education in Alberta and provides survey data to determine the response of pharmacists to the program. The survey results indicate that most pharmacists exceeded the required number of education units and that more than 70 percent of the total acquired were obtained by completing correspondence courses. Females, those under 40 years of age and retail staff preferred correspondence programs. Managers, hospital staff and those over 40 years of age took somewhat fewer education units by correspondence, but attended more live programs than the former group. The popularity of correspondence is presumably due to the fact that most were provided free and because they are a more convenient method of obtaining education units. The freedom allowed to design their own educational program plus the modest costs involved are probably the two main reasons for the acceptability of Albert's continuing education program to pharmacists.